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Founding Father and Renaissance Man
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Born 20 years after Bach, Benjamin Franklin got his start in the same
year that Bach completed the Brandenburg Concertos (1721). The New
England Courant, which was the first truly independent newspaper in
the colonies, was established by Ben’s older brother James. His wealth
from publishing “Poor Richard’s Almanac” and the Pennsylvania
Gazette came from this start.



“A noted polymath, Franklin was a leading author, printer, political
theorist, politician, postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, satirist,
civic activist, statesman, and diplomat. As a scientist, he was a major
figure in the American Enlightenment and the history of physics for his
discoveries and theories regarding electricity.” [Wikipedia]

Benjamin Franklin is my favorite founding father, and the historical
figure I have most measured myself against. A polymath with a great
sense of humor, he was courageous in the face of Colonial tyranny and
a persuasive diplomat who brought countries to our aid when we
needed it, and the Colonies together for a common goal. I liked to
measure myself against him and Linus Pauling when I was growing up.
My Mom asked me why once, noting that I would likely never exceed
them. I replied, “Why measure yourself against people you can be
better than? I would rather be 50% a Benjamin Franklin than 200% a
fool.”

Franklin is known to have played the violin, the harp, and the guitar.
He also composed music, notably a string quartet in early classical
style. He developed a much-improved version of the glass harmonica,
in which the glasses rotate on a shaft, with the player's fingers held
steady, instead of the other way around; this version soon found its way
to Europe.

Much has been written about Benjamin Franklin. 
Selected links:

U.S. History Online
Wikipedia
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Quotes From Benjamin Franklin 
 

There is no kind of dishonesty into which otherwise good people more easily and
frequently fall than that of defrauding the government.

  - - - - - -

Wine is constant proof that God loves us and loves to see us happy.

  - - - - - -

We must, indeed, all hang together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang separately.

- - - - - - 

The Constitution only gives people the right to pursue happiness. You have to catch it
yourself.

- - - - - - 

Some people die at 25 and aren't buried until 75.

- - - - - - 

He that displays too often his wife and his wallet is in danger of having both of them
borrowed.

- - - - - - 



A penny saved is a penny earned.

- - - - - - 

Fish and visitors stink in three days.

- - - - - - 

In those wretched countries where a man cannot call his tongue his own, he can scarce
call anything his own. Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by

subduing the freeness of speech . . . 
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